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Friday General Session Keynote: 
 

Coach Bill Curry 
For more than 40 years, Bill Curry's inspirational messages have mesmerized 

audiences. Using a commanding, passionate, and often humorous delivery, he 

connects with each listener, leaving a profound impression every time he speaks. 

Bill's is an old-school message delivered with contemporary flair. 

Bill was a two-time Super Bowl Champion and played in two NFL Pro Bowls. As an 

NCAA coach, Bill was named National Coach of the Year at Alabama and later 

became the first head football coach ever at Georgia State. As an ESPN 

commentator, he regularly shared his thoughts with a worldwide audience of 

millions. When Bill talks of discipline and success, his life experience is proof-

positive of the effectiveness of his methods. 

Throughout his career, Bill faced a wide range of mettle-testing adversities. His NFL career was cut short by a 

catastrophic knee injury. In Super Bowl III, Bill's Baltimore Colts suffered a humiliating loss in the greatest 

sports upset of all time. Bill's coaching career included mind-numbing lows and devastating tragedies. When 

Bill talks of perseverance and toughness, he speaks with an authoritative voice steeled by his personal 

experiences. 

Bill played for some of the greatest coaches of all time, including Vince Lombardi, Don Shula, and Bobby Dodd. 

His teammates included legendary players like Willie Davis, Bart Starr, and Johnny Unitas. Bill has studied the 

lives and methods of his personal heroes from past generations, ranging from Helen Keller and Rudyard 

Kipling to Theodore Roosevelt and Goethe. When Bill talks of leadership and success, his is a personal message 

molded by his extraordinary mentors and role models. 

 

Saturday General Session Keynote: 
 

John Couch – Vice President of Education, Apple 
As Apple’s vice president of Education, John Couch has been responsible for 

driving Apple’s renewed success in the education market. He has over forty years’ 

experience as a computer scientist, executive and advocate for technology in 

education.  During his current tenure at Apple, John has grown Apple’s education 

business to 9 billion dollars. 

 



Directly prior to his current position at Apple, Couch was the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

DoubleTwist, Inc., a leading provider of genomic information and bioinformatics analysis technologies, which 

made headlines by providing a comprehensive annotation of the human genome. The year before joining 

DoubleTwist, he was Executive in Residence for Mayfield Fund, a Venture Capital firm, where he provided 

strategic planning, management and technology advice to high technology companies. 

Couch began his professional career in 1972 as a software engineer at Hewlett-Packard, where he held various 

management positions.  

In 1978, he joined Apple as Director of New Products reporting to Steve Jobs.  He was Apple’s first Vice 

President of Software and Vice President/General Manager for the Lisa division, Apple’s first Graphics User 

Interface computer.  

In 1985, he turned his focus to education at the Santa Fe Christian School where he created a business plan for 

the debt-laden private school into one of the first examples of how the creative use of technology can 

revolutionize learning in the classroom.  Under his leadership as Chairman of the Board, the school’s annual 

losses were annulled and the student body grew from 150 to 1000. The school’s rented facilities were 

expanded via the purchase of the 17-acre site, offering a range of world-class resources, including a fiber optic 

network of Macintosh computers. 

Couch holds a Bachelor degree in computer science and a Master’s degree in electrical engineering and 

computer science, both from the University of California at Berkeley where he was honored in 2000 as a 

Distinguished Alumnus. He has also been awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters and a 

“Leadership in Innovation Award” from Philadelphia University.  He is the author of the science research 

associates textbook, Compiler Construction: Theory and Practice and has taught at both University of 

California, Berkeley and at Cal State San Jose. 


