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DECEMBER 2-3,  2016 

CONFERENCE  

SPEAKERS: 
 

 

 

First General Session 
Pedro Noguera, PhD - Author, Executive Director, Metropolitan 
Center for Urban Education & Co-Director, IGEMS 
 
A dynamic speaker, Pedro Noguera is one of America’s most important 
voices for healthy public education, focusing on the ways in which 
schools are influenced by social and economic conditions in urban 
settings. He’s an expert on school reform, diversity, and the 
achievement gap—and he translates social theory into concise, direct 
language with emotional impact and intellectual rigor. 
 
Pedro Noguera is the Distinguished Professor of Education at the 
Graduate School of Education and Information Studies at UCLA. His 
research focuses on the ways in which schools are influenced by 
social and economic conditions, as well as by demographic trends in 
local, regional and global contexts. He is the author of eleven books 
and over 200 articles and monographs. He serves on the boards of 
numerous national and local organizations and appears as a regular 
commentator on educational issues on CNN, MSNBC, National Public 
Radio, and other national news outlets. Noguera recently received 
awards from the Center for the Advanced Study of the Behavioral 
Sciences, from the National Association of Secondary Principals, and 
from the McSilver Institute at NYU for his research and advocacy 
efforts aimed at fighting poverty. 
 
 

 

 
Second General Session		

Panel Discussion  
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Third General Session  
	
Richard Woods, State Superintendent of Schools 
 
Richard Woods was born in Pensacola, Florida and while growing up 
in a military family, lived in California, Hawaii and Virginia before 
moving to Georgia. He graduated from Fitzgerald High School, and 
went on to receive a Bachelor’s Degree from Kennesaw State 
University and a Master’s Degree from Valdosta State University. 
 
Woods has over 22 years of pre-k through 12th grade experience in 
public education. Woods was a high school teacher for 14 years, 
serving as department chair and teacher mentor. During his tenure, he 
was also selected as Teacher of the Year. For eight years Woods 
served in various administrative roles such as assistant principal, 
principal, curriculum director, testing coordinator, pre-k director, and 
alternative school director. 
Woods also brings a business background to the superintendent's 
position, having been a purchasing agent for a national/multi-national 
laser company and a former small business owner. 
 
He and his wife Lisha, a retired 30-year educator, are long-time 
residents of Tifton and have been married for 25 years. 
 

 

 
Saturday morning: 

 

 
C. Ed Massey, former NSBA President 

Ed, a Northern Kentucky native, lives in Boone County with his wife 
Anita and three daughters. Ed is a graduate of Lloyd Memorial High 
School in Erlanger, Kentucky (1985); graduate of Eastern KY 
University, Cum Laude-Bachelor of Science in Police Administration 
with a Minor in Business (1989); graduate of Salmon P. Chase 
College of Law, Juris Doctorate (1992) He has been practicing law in 
the Tri-State area for over twenty one (21) years. 

Ed has been involved in Education since 1989 when he began 
substitute teaching in Covington Public Schools and Boone County 
Schools 1996, Ed was elected to the Boone County Board of 
Education where he continues his service today. In addition, Ed is a 
Past President of the Kentucky School Boards and the National 
School Boards Association as well as a Director on the Board of the 
National PTA. Ed serves as a Director on the Board of the New York 
Says Thank You Foundation. 
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Ed is admitted to practice in all Courts of Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana. 
He is also licensed in the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals; 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals; 11th Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States 
Supreme Court. Memberships include the Kentucky Bar Association, 
Ohio Bar Association, Indiana Bar Association, Northern Kentucky Bar 
Association, Kentucky Justice Association, Leadership Kentucky 
Alumni Association (2004) and the Chase Inn of Court. Ed is a Partner 
in the firm of Blankenship Massey & Associates with two thriving 
offices in Erlanger, Kentucky and Dry Ridge, Kentucky. 

  

 


